Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/03/09 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000504820036-7 

3 NEW YORK POST 

ARTLU AP^tAnEO , 28 August 1985 

ON PAGE. 


McFarlane displays 

his power 


By ROWLAND EVANS 4 ROBERT NOVAK 
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tors ooneonsd that Rm|u'i 
only will 
b tbo gap batwoon Sovtat 
UJ. stratofle power. 
They hod ssksd Wainbargar 
to invite nrastliuM to sit on 
tbs now psiasl. sad Wslabor* 
for quickly agroad. 

McFarlaaa In tbs past 
would bsvs fait eompsUsd to 
go along, but not now. Ho 
dr opped Breoslnskl with ao 
attempt to Justify bis action 


Tbs public event: By doUv- 
•ring a bard-bltttag speseb 
about the summit whose tsxt 
was not even available to the 
State Dept. MeParlans 
showed an Independence th a t 
must derive from belief la 
Reagan's full confidence. 

This conduct suggests It is 
McFarlane more than Wein- 
berger or Secretary of State 

George Shultz who has the 
Inside track with President 
Reagan on national security. 

McFarlaas's relative hard- 
line attitude toward the 
Kremlin may put the admin- 
istration in a political pos- 
ture closer to Reagan's own 
instincts than the pro-detente 
views held inside the bn- 
ntucncy. 

The Brsesinskl incident, 
while less Important, Is even 
more revealing of the way 
McFarlane operates. 

He eras not about to 
brofldM administration's 
national security policies 
erltb strategic Input from the 
dynamic and Imaginative 
Hi isilnskl erbo was Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter's na- 
tional security adviser but 
whose views are dose to 
Reagan's. 

McFarlaas's decision to 
strike his name from the 
Pentagon's list of efcperts. 


tlon that It might make Rea- 
gan look as though he needed 
Democratic help. 

McFarlaas’s sett-confident 
qualities were put on display 
in his toughly-worded Aug. 
1* warning to the Soviet 
Union. 

He tried to foreclose UA 
conce ssi o ns by saying that 

not even 'incremental Im- 
provements" la U.S. -Soviet 
relations would be possible 
without basic changes in the 
Kremlin's policies. 

White House Insiders told 
us the only official who was 
aware McFarlane would 
make the speech — much 
less what he would say — 
was the vacationing Presi- 


Shultz has given no Indica- 
tion t ha* he fears McFar- 
lane's rise as Reagan's men- 
tor, or even resen t s the na- 
tional security adviser deliv- 
ering a speech that should 
have been In the province of 
the secretary of state. 

McFarlaas's quiet, even 
stealthy p rog r ess i o n up the 
power curve has been possi- 
ble be c a u s e so far he has not 
been regarded as a menace 
at the State Dept 


An example: When Foreign 
Minister Roelof Botha of 
South Africa made a clearly 
unacceptable req u e st to meet 
with President Reagan la 
Washington three weeaa ago, 
the White House suggested 
that a high State Dept offi- 
cial should Instead go to 
Vienna for talks with the 
South African. But Shultz 
picked McFarlane, who at 
Vienna became a major 
player la the South African 

crisis. 

Inside the White House, 
McFarlaas's ascent has not 
produced c heers from Doo- 
aid Regan. 

Instead of cultivating ths 
now chief of staff, McFarlane 
used ths transition to stake 
out a new Indspsnds n c s for 
himself and his staff. 

Since then, swords-point 
confrontations with Regan 
that marked that earlier 
period have softened. 
McFarlane has started a 

deliberate, ao far successful, 
campaign to assure poller 
dominance over the State 
Dept on preparations for the 
Reagan-uorbachev summit 
The progression has 


The progression 
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gifted to 
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(whddd worries aboutH EHs 

summit parallel McFar- 
lane s) . He also has been the 
fargtit of personal rumors — 
unproved and, he has sworn 
to friends, untrue. 

Thin-Upped and taciturn. 
Bud McFarlane Is not an ex- 
Marine colonel who wears 
his heart on his sleeve or 
complains in public about 
private grievances that hia 
friends say tear at hia soul 

Suffering silently, he has 
co n tinued his slow ascent with 
every piece of evidence sug- 
gesting that he dose so with 
full support from his hoes as 
they approach a diplomatic 
confrontation. 
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